Key Historic Events in March
· Civil Rights Protection (1965): On March 20, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson federalizedthe Alabama National Guard. This action was taken to protect civil rights activists during their historic march from Selma to Montgomery, which began on March 21.
· Mexican Border Mobilization (1916): Following Pancho Villa's attack on Columbus, New Mexico, in early March 1916, the National Guard mobilized for border security. This marked the first national mobilization of the Guard without a formal declaration of war.
· Bataan Death March (1942): Many National Guard units, including the 192nd Tank Battalion, were captured by Japanese forces in the Philippines. Starting in April 1942, they endured the Bataan Death March, an event widely commemorated by Guard members every March.
· Guard in Space (1969): On March 3, 1969, Captain Russell "Rusty" Schweickart, a former pilot for the Massachusetts Air National Guard, launched on Apollo 9. During this mission, he became the first person to test the Portable Life Support System in space.
· Modern Guard Foundations (1912): In March 1912, the Kentucky National Guard was modernized under new state laws, reflecting a broader national shift toward the dual-role status(state and federal) that characterizes the modern Guard.
· State Militia Origins (1837): The Wisconsin National Guard traces its roots to March 5, 1837, with the formation of the Green Bay Rangers, the first unit of the Wisconsin Territorial Militia. 
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Commemorative Dates
· March 25 – Medal of Honor Day: This day honors the 126 National Guard members who have received the nation's highest military decoration for valor.
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